B e 6 A N o Reconnecting Chicagu's West Side Commurities

APPENDIX A

Letters of Support




TAMMY DUCKWORTH COMMITTEES
ILLINOIS ARMED SERVICES

COMMERCE, SCIENCE,
AND TRANSPORTATION

Nnited States Denate

SMALL BUSINESS
AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

September 14, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

RE: City of Chicago — West Side Communities Connectivity Plan Application — Reconnecting Communities and
Neighborhoods

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

[ am writing to express my support for the City of Chicago’s West Side Communities Connectivity Plan
application to the Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) grant program offered by the U.S.
Department of Transportation (DOT). Funding from this program will enable Chicago to advance their ongoing
efforts to bring the benefits of eouitable transit-oriented development to disinvested and low-income neighborhoods.

Through the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan, the City of Chicago endeavors to address decades of
decades of historic disinvestment and community breakup that stems largely from the creation of the Eisenhower
Expressway (I-290). West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin, and portions of the Near
West Side saw the displacement of over 13,000 people and over 400 businesses during the construction of 1-290.
Understanding that these historic ineouities cannot be changed overnight, Chicago hopes to set a new course by
improving community safety, cohesion, and quality of life through enhanced connectivity over and around 1-290.

As a US. Senator and member of the Senate Committee of Commerce, Science and Transportation, I have
made it a priority to support federal investments that equitably modernize our transportation and infrastructure
systems. The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan has the potential to inclusively plan and develop solutions
that address decades of disinvestment on the West Side of Chicago. I believe this project aligns with my core goals
as a legislator and those of the Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods program.

Please accept this letter of support for the City of Chicago’s application to the Reconnecting Communities
and Neighborhoods grant program. In keeping with your existing rules and regulations, I urge your full and fair
consideration of this application. Should you have any ouestions, please contact my Director of Strategic Initiatives,
Dan McManus, at (312) 886-3506.

Sincerely,
Ta:my Duckworth
United States Senator
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September 14, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

This letter is written to support the City of Chicago’s application for Reconnecting Communities
and Neighborhoods (RCN) funding to complete the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin, and portions of the Near
West Side, have been historically disinvested. This disinvestment stems in large part from the
creation of the Eisenhower Expressway (1-290) in the 1950s, during which over 13,000 people and
over 400 Chicago businesses were displaced. While recognizing that wrongs committed to those
impacted almost a century ago cannot be righted, the City of Chicago hopes to set a new course
by improving community safety, cohesion, and quality of life through enhanced connectivity over
and around 1-290.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s ongoing effort to bring the
benefits of equitable transit-oriented development to disinvested and low-income neighborhoods
while addressing the negative impacts of the legacy, car-centric built environment. As part of the
planning study, the city will work together with affected community members to understand their
needs, and to develop solutions that best fit the unique community context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what interventions would
improve overall accessibility for West Side neighborhoods along the 1-290 corridor. This would
be accomplished through studying the existing public way access and connectivity challenges and
developing proposed improvements using innovative approaches and complete streets principles.

| ask for your careful review of this application to provide Reconnecting Communities and
Neighborhoods funding for the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

Sincerely,

,awrf-m

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress
7" District, IL
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The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary, Buttigieg:

I am writing to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application for Reconnecting Communities and
Neighborhoods (RCN) funding to complete the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin, and portions of the Near West Side, have been
historically disinvested. This disinvestment stems in large part from the creation of the Eisenhower Expressway (I-
290) in the 1950s, during which over 13,000 people and over 400 Chicago businesses were displaced. While
recognizing that wrongs committed to those impacted almost a century ago cannot be righted, the City of Chicago
hopes to set a new course by improving community safety, cohesion, and quality of life through enhanced
connectivity over and around 1-290.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s ongoing effort to bring the benefits of equitable
transit-oriented development to disinvested and low-income neighborhoods while addressing the negative impacts
of the legacy, car-centric built environment. As part of the planning study, the City will work hand-in-hand with
affected community members to understand their needs, and to develop solutions that best fit the unique
community context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what interventions would improve overall
accessibility for West Side neighborhoods along the 1-290 corridor. This would be accomplished through studying
the existing public way access and connectivity challenges and developing proposed improvements using
innovative approaches and complete streets principles.

We thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide Reconnecting Communities and
Neighborhoods funding for the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

Sincerely,

1 \\\iil SR
Monique L. Scoft™
24th Ward Alderwoman
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September 7, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

As Alderperson of the 22" Ward | would like to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application
Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) funding to complete the West Side Communities
Connectivity Plan.

West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin, and portions of the Near West Side, have
been historically disinvested. This disinvestment stems in large part from the creation of the Eisenhower
Expressway (1-290) in the 1950s, during which over 13,000 people and over 400 Chicago businesses were
displaced. While recognizing that wrongs committed to those impacted almost a century ago cannot be righted,
the City of Chicago hopes to set a new course by improving community safety, cohesion, and quality of life
through enhanced connectivity over and around 1-290.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s ongoing effort to bring the benefits of equitable
transit-oriented development to disinvested and low-income neighborhoods while addressing the negative
impacts of the legacy, car-centric built environment. As part of the planning study, the City will work hand-in-
hand with affected community members to understand their needs, and to develop solutions that best fit the
unigue community context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what interventions would improve overall
accessibility for West Side neighborhoods along the 1-290 corridor. This would be accomplished through studying
the existing public way access and connectivity challenges and developing proposed improvements using
innovative approaches and complete streets principles.

We thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide Reconnecting Communities and
Neighborhoods funding for the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

Sincerely,

TUALOD Tty

Michael D. Rodriguez
Alderperson, 22" Ward



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND HIGHWAYS
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September 6, 2023
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Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
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4th District I 'am writing to express my support for the City of Chicago's application for Reconnecting
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Page 2
Re: Letter of support for the City of Chicago’s West Side Communities Connectivity Plan
RCN Program application

I thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide Reconnecting Communities and
Neighborhoods funding for the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

Sincerely,

4/1/%/1/( “&ﬁ / K(,)&/ﬁ/;v

Jennifer “Sis” Killen, P.E., PTOE
Superintendent

Department of Transportation and Highways
Cook County, Illinois



Dorval R. Carter, Jr.
President

Chicago Transit Authority

September 21, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

I am writing to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application for Reconnecting
Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) funding to complete the West Side Communities
Connectivity Plan.

West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin, and portions of the Near
West Side, have been historically disinvested. This disinvestment stems in large part from the
creation of the Eisenhower Expressway (I-290) in the 1950s, during which over 13,000 people
and over 400 Chicago businesses were displaced. While recognizing that wrongs committed to
those impacted almost a century ago cannot be righted, the City of Chicago hopes to set a new
course by improving community safety, cohesion, and quality of life through enhanced
connectivity over and around 1-290.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s ongoing effort to bring the
benefits of equitable transit-oriented development to disinvested and low-income neighborhoods
while addressing the negative impacts of the legacy, car-centric built environment. As part of the
planning study, the City will work hand-in-hand with affected community members to
understand their needs, and to develop solutions that best fit the unique community context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what interventions would
improve overall accessibility for West Side neighborhoods along the I-290 corridor. This would
be accomplished through studying the existing public way access and connectivity challenges
and developing proposed improvements using innovative approaches and complete streets
principles.

We thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide Reconnecting

Communities and Neighborhoods funding for the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

Sincerely,

YW NI,

Dorval R. Carter, Jr.
President, Chicago Transit Authority



Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning

September 6, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) is pleased to
support the City of Chicago’s application to the Reconnecting
Communities program for funding to complete the West Side
Communities Connectivity Plan.

As the comprehensive regional planning organization of northeastern
Illinois, CMAP is committed to supporting initiatives that promote
transportation safety and accessibility, support economic mobility, and
enhance equity. The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of
Chicago’s ongoing effort to bring the benefits of equitable transit-oriented
development to disinvested and low-income neighborhoods while
addressing the negative impacts of the legacy, car-centric built
environment. As part of the planning study, the City will work hand-in-
hand with affected community members to understand their needs, and
to develop solutions that best fit the unique community context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what
interventions would improve overall accessibility for West Side
neighborhoods along the 1-290 corridor. This would be accomplished
through studying the existing public way access and connectivity
challenges and developing proposed improvements using innovative
approaches and complete streets principles.

Once again, CMAP supports the City of Chicago’s Reconnecting
Communities application for the West Side Communities Connectivity
Plan. The project will also support the Administration’s Justice40 goals,
enhance travel safety and accessibility, and help foster economic
opportunity.

433 West Van Buren Street, Suite 450
Chicago, IL 60607

cmap.illinois.gov | 312-454-0400
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Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning

Sincerely,

Erin Aleman
Executive Director

KH:EA

433 West Van Buren Street, Suite 450
Chicago, IL 60607

cmap.illinois.gov | 312-454-0400




MetropolitanPlanningCouncil

September 7, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

| am writing to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application for
Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) funding to complete the West
Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin, and portions of
the Near West Side, have been historically disinvested. This disinvestment stems in
large part from the creation of the Eisenhower Expressway (1-290) in the 1950s,
during which over 13,000 people and over 400 Chicago businesses were displaced.
While recognizing that wrongs committed to those impacted almost a century ago
cannot be righted, the City of Chicago hopes to set a new course by improving
community safety, cohesion, and quality of life through enhanced connectivity over
and around 1-290.

The Metropolitan Planning Council (MPC) is a nonprofit research and advocacy
organization working on urban planning and policy solutions in greater Chicago. We
were pleased to develop a local Reconnecting Communities report in partnership
with many community leaders from the west side of Chicago to document the
harms of highway infrastructure and identify project solution for repairing
communities. A number of needs were identified along the 1-290 corridor that are
reflected in this grant application.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s ongoing effort to
bring the benefits of equitable transit-oriented development to disinvested and low-
income neighborhoods while addressing the negative impacts of the legacy, car-

centric built environment. As part of the planning study, the City will work hand-in-hand
with affected community members to understand their needs, and to develop solutions

that best fit the unique community context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what interventions
would improve overall accessibility for West Side neighborhoods along the 1-290

corridor. This would be accomplished through studying the existing public way access
and connectivity challenges and developing proposed improvements using innovative

approaches and complete streets principles.
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MetropolitanPlanningCouncil

This application is a reflection of partnership between the nonprofit advocacy
community, local stakeholders and the City of Chicago to come to consensus on an area
of focus for future investment. We thank you for your careful review of this application
and urge you to provide Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods funding for the
West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

Sincerely,

S

Darlene Hightower, J.D.
President & CEO

140 South Dearborn 3129225616
Suite 1400 metroplanning.org
Chicago, Illinois 60603 @metroplanners



ACTIVE 35 East Wacker Drive 312.427.3325

TRANSPORTATION Suite 1782 info@activetrans.org
ALLIANCE Chicago, IL 60601-2314 aclivetrans.org

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

| am writing to express Active Transportation Alliance’s full support for the City of Chicago’s application for
Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) funding to complete the West Side Communities
Connectivity Plan.

As an organization that works to promote walking, biking, and public transit to create healthy, sustainable, and
equitable communities, this project aligns closely with Active Transportation Alliance’s missions and values.

West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin, and portions of the Near West Side, have
been historically disinvested. This disinvestment stems in large part from the creation of the Eisenhower
Expressway (1-290) in the 1950s, during which over 13,000 people and over 400 Chicago businesses were
displaced. While recognizing that wrongs committed to those impacted almost a century ago cannot be righted,
the City of Chicago hopes to set a new course by improving community safety, cohesion, and quality of life
through enhanced connectivity over and around 1-290.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s ongoing effort to bring the benefits of
equitable transit-oriented development to disinvested and low-income neighborhoods while addressing the
negative impacts of the legacy, car-centric built environment. As part of the planning study, the City will work
hand-in-hand with affected community members to understand their needs, and to develop solutions that best
fit the unigue community context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what interventions would improve overall
accessibility for West Side neighborhoods along the 1-290 corridor. This would be accomplished through
studying the existing public way access and connectivity challenges and developing proposed improvements
using innovative approaches and complete streets principles.

We thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide Reconnecting Communities and

Neighborhoods funding for the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

Sincerely,

Amy Rynell, Executive Director



9/5/2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

On behalf of the Center for Neighborhood Technology (CNT), | am writing to express my full support for the
City of Chicago’s application for Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) funding to complete the
West Side Communities Connectivity Plan. This project strongly aligns with CNT’s mission, which is to deliver
innovative analysis and solutions that support community-based organizations and local governments to
create neighborhoods that are equitable, sustainable, and resilient.

West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin, and portions of the Near West Side, have
been historically disinvested. This disinvestment stems in large part from the creation of the Eisenhower
Expressway (I-290) in the 1950s, during which over 13,000 people and over 400 Chicago businesses were
displaced. While recognizing that wrongs committed to those impacted almost a century ago cannot be
righted, the City of Chicago hopes to set a new course by improving community safety, cohesion, and quality of
life through enhanced connectivity over and around 1-290.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s ongoing effort to bring the benefits of
equitable transit-oriented development to disinvested and low-income neighborhoods while addressing the
negative impacts of the legacy, car-centric built environment. As part of the planning study, the City will work
hand-in-hand with affected community members to understand their needs, and to develop solutions that
best fit the unigue community context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what interventions would improve overall
accessibility for West Side neighborhoods along the 1-290 corridor. This would be accomplished through
studying the existing public way access and connectivity challenges and developing proposed improvements
using innovative approaches and complete streets principles.

We thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide Reconnecting Communities

and Neighborhoods funding for the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

Sincerely,

y e

Nina Idemudia
CEOQ, Center for Neighborhood Technology

Center for Neighborhood Technology * 17 N. State Street Suite 1400, Chicago, IL 60602 - (773) 278-4800 * www.cnt.org



AUSTIN COMING
TOGETHER

9/14/2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

I am writing to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application for Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods
(RCN) funding to complete the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin, and portions of the Near West Side, have been historically
disinvested. This disinvestment stems in large part from the creation of the Eisenhower Expressway (1-290) in the 1950s, during
which over 13,000 people and over 400 Chicago businesses were displaced. While recognizing that wrongs committed to those
impacted almost a century ago cannot be righted, the City of Chicago hopes to set a new course by improving community safety,
cohesion, and quality of life through enhanced connectivity over and around 1-290.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s ongoing effort to bring the benefits of equitable
transit-oriented development to disinvested and low-income neighborhoods while addressing the negative impacts of the legacy,
car-centric built environment. As part of the planning study, the City will work hand-in-hand with affected community members
to understand their needs, and to develop solutions that best fit the unique community context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what interventions would improve overall accessibility for West
Side neighborhoods along the 1-290 corridor. This would be accomplished through studying the existing public way access and
connectivity challenges and developing proposed improvements using innovative approaches and complete streets principles.

Austin Coming Together is a collective impact organization comprised of more than 50 organizations committed to creating a
thriving Austin community. Our mission is to increase the collective impact of our member organizations on improving education
and economic development outcomes for Austin. As a backbone agency, we were also able to leverage current relationships and
spearhead efforts to convene Task Forces composed of over 500 community residents, ACT members, and leaders from local and
citywide organizations to specifically discuss how Austin can best move forward together. The culmination of all that hard work
and dedication is the Austin Forward. Together. (AFT) community plan, created and owned by the Austin community. Since
completing the massive planning and mobilization stage back in December 2018, we have been working with partners to
implement the 84 actions in the 7 issue areas (Community Narrative, Economic Development, Education, Housing, Public Safety,
Youth Empowerment, and Civic Engagement) laid out in the plan. The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan directly
addresses Economic Development Strategy 1: Improve transportation infrastructure to and through Austin.

We thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods
funding for the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

Sincerely,

Dbl

Darnell Shields, Jr.

Executive Director

Austin Coming Together
dshields@austincomingtogether.org
773-417-8613

UNITY + COMMITMENT * TRANSPARENCY +* COLLABORATION +*+ ACTION

5049 W. Harrison Street, Chicago, lllinois 60644
773.417.8601 | ACT@AustinComingTogetherorg | AustinComingTogether.org
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September 18, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

I am writing to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application for
Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) funding to complete the
West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin, and portions
of the Near West Side, have been historically disinvested. This disinvestment
stems in large part from the creation of the Eisenhower Expressway (I-290) in the
1950s, during which over 13,000 people and over 400 Chicago businesses were
displaced. While recognizing that wrongs committed to those impacted almost a
century ago cannot be righted, the City of Chicago hopes to set a new course by
improving community safety, cohesion, and quality of life through enhanced
connectivity over and around 1-290.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s ongoing effort
to bring the benefits of equitable transit-oriented development to disinvested
and low-income neighborhoods while addressing the negative impacts of the
legacy, car-centric built environment. As part of the planning study, the City will
work hand-in-hand with affected community members to understand their needs,
and to develop solutions that best fit the unique community context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what interventions
would improve overall accessibility for West Side neighborhoods along the 1-290
corridor. This would be accomplished through studying the existing public way
access and connectivity challenges and developing proposed improvements using
innovative approaches and complete streets principles.

The west side of Chicago is where a vast majority of residents return from
incarceration. Access to employment and other critical services for this
community is critical to ensure Returning Residents have opportunities that
reduce the likelihood of recidivism. Recidivism reduction makes our city healthier
and safer. Safer Foundation is a 51-year-old social impact agency focused on
ensuring that people with arrest & conviction records become self-sufficient
and law-abiding residents of our community. We provide a comprehensive set
of evidence-based workforce development services, behavioral health services
and housing pre and post release from incarceration.

We thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide
Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods funding for the West Side
Communities Connectivity Plan.

Sincerely,

(o

Victor Dickson
President & CEO


http://www.saferfoundation.org/
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September 10, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New lersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary, Buttigieg:
I am writing to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application for Reconnecting Communities and
Neighborhoods (RCN) funding to complete the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin, and portions of the Near West Side, have been
historically disinvested. This disinvestment stems in large part from the creation of the Eisenhower Expressway (I-
290) in the 1950s, during which over 13,000 people and over 400 Chicago businesses were displaced. While
recognizing that wrongs committed to those impacted almost a century ago cannot be righted, the City of Chicago
hopes to set a new course by improving community safety, cohesion, and quality of life through enhanced
connectivity over and around 1-290.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s ongoing effort to bring the benefits of equitable
transit-oriented development to disinvested and low-income neighborhoods while addressing the negative impacts of
the legacy, car-centric built environment. As part of the planning study, the City will work hand-in-hand with
affected community members to understand their needs, and to develop solutions that best fit the unique community
context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what interventions would improve overall
accessibility for West Side neighborhoods along the 1-290 corridor. This would be accomplished through studying
the existing public way access and connectivity challenges and developing proposed improvements using innovative
approaches and complete streets principles.

We thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide Reconnecting Communities and

Neighborhoods funding for the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

Regards,

esse A. Green
Executive Director
North Lawndale Community Coordinating Council (NLCCC)
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September 25, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

| am writing to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application for Reconnecting
Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) funding to complete the West Side Communities Connectivity
Plan.

West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin, and portions of the Near West
Side, have been historically disinvested. This disinvestment stems in large part from the creation of the
Eisenhower Expressway (I-290) in the 1950s, during which over 13,000 people and over 400 Chicago
businesses were displaced. While recognizing that wrongs committed to those impacted almost a
century ago cannot be righted, the City of Chicago hopes to set a new course by improving community
safety, cohesion, and quality of life through enhanced connectivity over and around [-290.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s ongoing effort to bring the benefits of
equitable transit-oriented development to disinvested and low-income neighborhoods while addressing
the negative impacts of the legacy, car-centric built environment. As part of the planning study, the City
will work hand-in-hand with affected community members to understand their needs, and to develop
solutions that best fit the unique community context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what interventions would improve
overall accessibility for West Side neighborhoods along the 1-290 corridor. This would be accomplished
through studying the existing public way access and connectivity challenges and developing proposed
improvements using innovative approaches and complete streets principles.

The North Lawndale Community Coordinating Council (NLCCC) supports this project as we envision
North Lawndale as a healthy, vibrant community with a diversified and innovative economy, competitive
work force, engaged citizens and infrastructure that supports long term, sustainable growth. We would
like see new infrastructure and environmental changes as part of addressing the safety in the
communities that depend on the movement of [-290 without having to expand the roads any further.

We thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide Reconnecting
Communities and Neighborhoods funding for the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

Sincerely,
Rochelle Jackson

Rochelle R. Jackson
Chair, NLCCC Transportation/Infrastructure Committee
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August 31, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

I am writing to express North Lawndale Employment Network’s
support for the City of Chicago’s application for Reconnecting
Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) funding to complete the West
Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin,
and portions of the Near West Side, have been historically disinvested.
This disinvestment stems in large part from the creation of the
Eisenhower Expressway (I-290) in the 1950s, during which over 13,000
people and over 400 Chicago businesses were displaced. While
recognizing that wrongs committed to those impacted almost a
century ago cannot be righted, the City of Chicago hopes to set a new
course by improving community safety, cohesion, and quality of life
through enhanced connectivity over and around 1-290.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s
ongoing effort to bring the benefits of equitable transit-oriented
development to disinvested and low-income neighborhoods while
addressing the negative impacts of the legacy, car-centric built
environment. As part of the planning study, the City will work hand-in-
hand with affected community members to understand their needs,
and to develop solutions that best fit the unique community context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what
interventions would improve overall accessibility for West Side
neighborhoods along the 1-290 corridor. This would be accomplished
through studying the existing public way access and connectivity
challenges and developing proposed improvements using innovative
approaches and complete streets principles.

North Lawndale Employment Network (NLEN) is a place-based, non-
profit workforce development organization whose mission is to



foo\o North Lawndale Employment Network
TIT Creating a Community That Works

increase the earnings potential of the North Lawndale community of
Chicago through innovative employment initiatives that lead to
economic advancement and an improved quality of life. NLEN directly
addresses the interconnected problems of poverty, trauma, and
unemployment in North Lawndale and the surrounding communities
on the West Side of Chicago.

Just as NLEN’s work, The City of Chicago’s West Side Communities
Connectivity Plan aims to address the root causes of poverty. Our
work is interconnected and rooted in the imperative of systemic
change to close the gaps and ensure equity in every area of the social
determinants of health and improved quality of life for City residents.

We thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you
to provide Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods funding for
the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

Sincerely,

/77L{m( wm)/ Jt o

Brenda Palms
President and CEO
North Lawndale Employment Network

nlen.org | beelovebuzz.com
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September 7, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

| am writing to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application for
Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) funding to complete the
West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

West Side communities, including North Lawndale, where UCAN is headquartered,
have been historically disinvested through discriminatory policies, then
exacerbated by the Eisenhower Expressway (1-290) in the 1950s. UCAN, a 154-
year-old agency serving youth and families in Chicago, strongly supports the City
of Chicago’s hopes to improving community safety, cohesion, and quality of life
through enhanced connectivity over and around 1-290.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s ongoing effort
to bring the benefits of equitable transit-oriented development to disinvested and
low-income neighborhoods while addressing the negative impacts of a car-centric
built environment. As a close neighbor to I-290, UCAN is highly invested in and
supportive of this study.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what interventions
would improve overall accessibility for West Side neighborhoods along the 1-290
corridor. Given UCAN’s longstanding commitment to helping individuals, families,
and communities heal from trauma, we are excited for the potential community-
strengthening effect of these developments.

Thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide

Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods funding for the West Side
Communities Connectivity Plan.

AT

Sincerely,

Christa A. Hamilton
President/CEO
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September 22, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

I am writing to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application for Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods
(RCN) funding to complete the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin, and portions of the Near West Side, have been historically
disinvested. This disinvestment stems in large part from the creation of the Eisenhower Expressway (I-290) in the 1950s, during
which over 13,000 people and over 400 Chicago businesses were displaced. While recognizing that wrongs committed to those
impacted almost a century ago cannot be righted, the City of Chicago hopes to set a new course by improving community
safety, cohesion, and quality of life through enhanced connectivity over and around 1-290.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s ongoing effort to bring the benefits of equitable transit-
oriented development to disinvested and low-income neighborhoods while addressing the negative impacts of the legacy, car-
centric built environment. As part of the planning study, the City will work hand-in-hand with affected community members to
understand their needs, and to develop solutions that best fit the unique community context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what interventions would improve overall accessibility for West
Side neighborhoods along the I-290 corridor. This would be accomplished through studying the existing public way access and
connectivity challenges and developing proposed improvements using innovative approaches and complete streets principles.

Mount Sinai Hospital has been an anchor for North Lawndale for over 100 years, caring for our community through waves of
both prosperity and tumult. For decades, it has been one of the largest employers in the neighborhood, while providing quality
healthcare and hope to a highly underserved community. Today, under the Sinai Chicago umbrella, our system is inclusive of
four hospitals, over 15 community clinics, a research institute, and a community institute, and remains a community
cornerstone dedicated to serving the most vulnerable through healthcare, community service, research, and local economic
development.

We thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide Reconnecting Communities and
Neighborhoods funding for the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

Sincerely,

ﬂzz),%zﬁ ﬁgq s,

Dr. Ngozi Ezike
President/CEO

&=»  sjnaichicago.org {. 773.542.2000 IT’'S PERSONAL.
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September 11, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

We are writing to express our full support for the City of Chicago’s application for Reconnecting Communities and
Neighborhoods (RCN) funding to complete the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin, and portions of the Near West Side, have been historically
disinvested. This disinvestment stems in large part from the creation of the Eisenhower Expressway (I1-290) in the 1950s, during
which over 13,000 people and over 400 Chicago businesses were displaced. While recognizing that wrongs committed to those
impacted almost a century ago cannot be righted, the City of Chicago hopes to set a new course by improving community
safety, cohesion, and quality of life through enhanced connectivity over and around 1-290.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s ongoing effort to bring the benefits of equitable transit-
oriented development to disinvested and low-income neighborhoods while addressing the negative impacts of the legacy, car-
centric built environment. As part of the planning study, the City will work hand-in-hand with affected community members
to understand their needs, and to develop solutions that best fit the unique community context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what interventions would improve overall accessibility for
West Side neighborhoods along the 1-290 corridor. This would be accomplished through studying the existing public way
access and connectivity challenges and developing proposed improvements using innovative approaches and complete streets
principles.

Homan Grown L3C is committed to creating beautiful landscapes for our communities on the West Side and it is our hope that
the Connectivity Plan will also bring beauty as well as connectivity to our transit corridors.

We thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide Reconnecting Communities and
Neighborhoods funding for the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.
If you have any questions, please contact us.

With much appreciation,

Annamania Lein @g&/forna :Fitz(]aatricf
Annamaria Leon, Co-Owner Reshorna Fitzpatrick, Co-Owner
Homan Grown L3C Homan Grown L3C
Amijleon5@gmail.com reshorna@gmail.com

414-339-5537 773-297-1189



People’s GCommunity Development Association of Chicago, Inc.

3570 W. Fifth Avenue
Chicago, IL 60624- Email:michaeleaddy@sbcglobal.net — Phone 773 533-6877

September 22, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

The People’s Community Development Association of Chicago, Inc., a 501c3 organization is writing to express our
full support for the City of Chicago’s application for Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) funding
to complete the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan.

West Side communities, such as East and West Garfield Park, Austin, and portions of the Near West Side, have
been historically disinvested. This disinvestment stems in large part from the creation of the Eisenhower
Expressway (1-290) in the 1950s, during which over 13,000 people and over 400 Chicago businesses were
displaced. While recognizing that wrongs committed to those impacted almost a century ago cannot be righted,
the City of Chicago hopes to set a new course by improving community safety, cohesion, and quality of life through
enhanced connectivity over and around [-290. The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan is part of Chicago’s
ongoing effort to bring the benefits of equitable transit-oriented development to disinvested and low-income
neighborhoods while addressing the negative impacts of the legacy, car-centric built environment. As part of the
planning study, the City will work hand-in-hand with affected community members to understand their needs, and
to develop solutions that best fit the unique community context.

The West Side Communities Connectivity Plan will also explore what interventions would improve overall
accessibility for West Side neighborhoods along the 1-290 corridor. This would be accomplished through studying
the existing public way access and connectivity challenges and developing proposed improvements using
innovative approaches and complete streets principles.

The mission of The People’s Community Development Association of Chicago, Inc. (PCDAC) is to provide
opportunities for returning citizens, at risk youth and economically disenfranchised residents of the Greater
Westside Community of Chicago. The objective is to assist individuals in achieving self-sufficiency. PCDAC has its
primary focus is in three areas: Affordable Housing, Youth Initiatives & Employment Training and Job Placement.
The PCDAC Board, through its partnerships, envisions a future where it influences change in residents, so that they
will become economically independent and homeowners, who contribute value to the Greater Westside
Community of Chicago in new ways.

We thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide Reconnecting Communities and
Neighborhoods funding for the West Side Communities Connectivity Plan. | cab=n be reached directy at 773 531-
4411.

Sincerely,

Michael Eaddy

Michael Eaddy, President
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